ODOUR LOG
Completed By:________________________
Address:________________________________________________________

	Date 
	Time Started
	Duration
	Location Observed/address
	Wind Direction/

Strength*
	Weather conditions
	Intensity (1-6)**
	Odour Description
	Health Effects
	Further Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


* Wind Strength: still / Light / Moderate / Strong

** Intensity: 0= not perceptible, 1= very weak, 2= weak, 3= distinct (source recognizable), 4= strong, 5= very strong, 6= extremely strong

Table - Guidance notes for rating odour strength

	Perceived

odour

strength
	Intensity

level

rating
	Interpretation



	Extremely Strong
	6
	In normal circumstances, this should be very rare in a field situation. For an offensive type of odour, the reaction would be to mitigate against further exposure. This remains the dominant thought and motivation until the exposure level is reduced. The odour cannot be tolerated.

	Very strong
	5
	The odour character is clearly recognisable. For an offensive type of odour, exposure to this level is considered unpleasant/undesirable to the point that action to mitigate against further exposure is considered or taken.

	Strong


	4
	The odour character is clearly recognisable. For an offensive type of odour, exposure to this level would be considered unpleasant/undesirable.

	Distinct


	3
	The odour character is clearly recognisable. Note that this must still apply even if in a different context or situation – for example, not knowing or expecting what type of odour may be present. The odour is tolerable - even for an offensive odour.

	Weak


	2
	The assessor is reasonably sure that odour is present but not 100% sure of that the odour character represents odour from the source, assuming no prior knowledge of the source.

	Very weak


	1
	The odour character is not recognisable. There is probably some doubt whether the odour is actually present (i.e. it simply doesn’t smell like "fresh air’). A useful strategy where the odour is borderline between "not perceptible" and "very weak" is to alternate such observations between 0 and 1.

	Not perceptible
	0
	No odour.




