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Senator Marielle Smith
Chairperson
Senate Committee for Community Affairs Legislation

Dear Senator Smith,
Re: Therapeutic Goods and Other Legislation Amendment (Vaping Reforms) Bill 2024.

Environmental Health Australia (EHA) is writing to the Committee to express our strong support for the
Therapeutic Goods and Other Legislation Amendment (Vaping Reforms) Bill 2024.

Environmental Health Australia Ltd (EHA) is the premier environmental health professional organisation
in Australia which advocates for environmental health issues and represents the professional interests of
all environmental health practitioners. The focus of our organisation is the science of environmental
health in the enhancement of environmental health standards and services to the community through
advocacy, promotion, education and leadership.

Environmental health professionals are employed across all levels of government including the Australian
Defence Force, in universities and in private enterprise. That said, many of our members are
Environmental Health Officers ’s who are front-line workers responsible for regulating public health
protection at state and local government level, often as statutory and authorised officers under various
legislation and responsible for enforcing legislation such as tobacco reforms.

The tobacco and vape industry have deliberately marketed vape products to young people, and vaping
rates in Australia have increased significantly over recent years, particularly among children and young
people. The Bill will close the loophole that is currently exploited by the tobacco and vape industry,
whereby retailers sell falsely labelled “non-nicotine” vapes to children. The Bill will protect Australian
children and young people, while still ensuring that people who smoke can access vaping products for
smoking cessation through a prescription model.

EHA is concerned about vaping among Australian children and young people
e Over recent years, the rate of vaping in Australia has increased significantly, particularly among
young peoplel.
e Onein ten Australian children aged 14-17 years currently vape?.

1 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022-23: Electronic
Cigarettes and vapes. Supplementary data tables. Canberra: AIHW, 2024,
2 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022-23: Electronic
Cigarettes and vapes. Supplementary data tables. Canberra: AIHW, 2024,
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There are numerous established health harms from vaping. These include exposure to toxins® and
adverse effects on the cardiovascular system and lungs®.
*  Exposure to nicotine during adolescence has been associated with cognitive and behavioural
impairment and lasting structural changes in the brain®.
* Oneinten vape shops are located close to schools®.
* Most teenagers say it is easy to access vapes’.
*  87% of Australian adults support prohibiting the sale of vapes (with or without nicotine) to people
under 18 years of age®.
* Most teenagers try vapes out of curiosity, not to quit smoking®.

Environmental Health Australia is a Member of the Australian Council on Smoking and Health (ACOSH), a
leading, independent, Australian tobacco control advocacy organisation. We support ACOSH’s goal to
create a tobacco-free and vape-free Australia.

Should have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at national@eh.org.au or
M:0402798996.

Yours sincerely,

Philip Swain LFEHA
National President
Environmental Health Australia
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