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An initiative of the South East Group of the Queensland Branch of the Australian Institute of Environmental Health



PurposePurpose

The purpose of the Futures Initiative is to increase the
understanding and awareness of environmental health
in the broader community through the promotion of
environmental health principles, practices, and
careers.



GoalsGoals

The goals of the Futures Initiative are to:

• Enhance the knowledge and practice of
environmental health principles in the community
through the development of the Community
Futures Program; and

• Ensure a viable, dedicated, and effective
environmental health workforce for the future
through the development of the Future
Practitioners Program.
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Community Futures ProgramCommunity Futures Program
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OutlineOutline

The Community Futures Program aims to enhance
the knowledge and practice of environmental health
principles in the community.

The program is split into two main strategies:
– The Active Education Strategy
– The Active Communities Strategy



Active Education StrategyActive Education Strategy

The Active Education Strategy aims to target both
primary and secondary school students because:

• Childhood is a critical time to influence behaviour;
• Students can influence parents and carers;
• Basic and more complex environmental health

principles can be introduced progressively;
• Community involvement and social responsibility

can be encouraged and facilitated;
• These students also have worth as a reservoir for

future practitioners; and
• Opportunity for inclusion in the State syllabus and

distribution State wide.



ObjectivesObjectives

The objectives of the Active Education Strategy
include:

· Research and develop a primary and secondary
school environmental health curriculum and
teacher resource kit including all aspects of the
discipline;

· Facilitate the active involvement of practitioners in
education programs in schools with the support of
both governments and schools;

· Through development of good curriculum
outcomes have environmental health principles
integrated into the State Syllabus



Current progressCurrent progress

· Research is commencing to establish the current
level of knowledge of environmental health
principles and practices in both school students and
teachers and to identify the most effective
educational strategies; and

· The South East Group is beginning discussions with
governments and schools to develop strategies for
practitioners to be actively involved in the education
programs and activities.



Active Communities StrategyActive Communities Strategy

The Active Communities Strategy aims to increase
involvement in community activities because:

· We have a responsibility to lead the community
towards good health and well being and to
encourage sustainable practices;

· Active participation will lead to greater
understanding of environmental health principles
and of the profession;

· Communities will resonate our good leadership;
· Professional development will be enhanced as

practitioners will be practicing what they preach;
· Participation will lead to greater exposure of

environmental health in the media.



ObjectivesObjectives

The objectives of the Active Communities Strategy
include:

· Facilitating the active involvement of practitioners
from all levels of government in environmental
health related community activities through
commitments from employers and practitioners;

· Encouraging practitioners to actively participate
and provide leadership in their local communities
and provide recognition for such action; and

· Active interaction with the media in relation to the
promotion of the principles of environmental health
and the activities of practitioners.



Current progressCurrent progress

· The South East Group has begun developing
frameworks for participation;

· Compilation of a list of relevant community activities
has begun; and

· The South East Group is planning discussions with
Local and State Governments to enhance the
activity of their practitioners in community activities
and initiatives.
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The Future Practitioners Program aims to ensure a
viable, dedicated, and effective environmental
health workforce for the future.

The main strategy of the program is the:

· Future Practitioners Strategy.

OutlineOutline



The objectives of the Future Practitioners Strategy
include:

· Development of a framework for the promotion of
environmental health careers including school
visits by practitioners, counselor education and
active participation in promotional events;

· Development of a more vibrant brand, better
information resources and more effective
promotional materials and merchandise;

· Development of a student support framework to
ensure more effective integration of students into
the profession and better support while studying;

· Ensure the continued and committed involvement
of practitioners in promotion activities.

ObjectivesObjectives



· The South East Group has been actively promoting
the profession at careers exhibitions and events;

· The South East Group has begun developing the
framework for involvement of practitioners in school
visits;

· The South East Group has completed a review of
the professional brand with an aim to make the
brand more attractive; and

· The South East Group has been working in
partnership with the universities to review and
enhance course promotion and materials.

Current progressCurrent progress



So what can you do to help?So what can you do to help?

· Promote environmental health principles and
careers to people both at work and at home;

· Be actively involved in environmental health related
community activities and initiatives;

· Help your organisations see the benefits of
environmental health community education and
career promotion;

· Be an active participant in the Futures Initiative by
contributing your time, skills and/or resources; and

· Remember to practice what you preach;



SummarySummary

With good support the Futures Initiative has a clear
potential to increase the understanding and awareness
of environmental health principles, practices, and
careers in the broader community.

Only by working together will we ensure that all is
being done to ensure the continuation of the
profession and to work towards a healthy and
sustainable future for all.



Contact detailsContact details
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